
Congressman Sestak Speaks at Swarthmore College Town Hall

  

SWARTHMORE, PA—On April 13, 2009, Congressman Joe Sestak (PA-07) spoke at a Town
Hall meeting at Swarthmore College hosted by the student groups Earthlust, Good Food, and
other student organizations. Earthlust, Swarthmore College’s first environmental organization, is
a voice for sustainability on campus, and the Congressman addressed questions from the
students and spoke about his efforts to promote sustainability, clean energy, and environmental
protection. 

         

“The protection of our environment is not just a moral or quality-of-life issue – it’s crucial to our
country’s prosperity, health, and security,” said Congressman Sestak. “That’s why I’ve included
Environmental and Energy security as one of the five pillars of national security. Our energy
policy requires a comprehensive approach that takes the best advantage of all types of energy,
while recognizing the need to accelerate the transition to alternative, clean, and renewable
sources.”

         

The aim of Earthlust is to promote ecologically conscious decision-making, both individual and
institutional.  We define this as decisions whose processes and outcomes contribute to the
beauty, stability, and integrity of ecosystems, in accordance with principles of environmental
justice and sustainability. has a subgroup called environmental justice,  starting to break ground
on community garden that they worked on in Chester 
The Good Food Project is a student-run organization at Swarthmore College that works on
sustainable food issues in our community through gardening, composting, sustainable food
advocacy (Look Local!), and fair food activism.
We grow from spring to fall, with crops varying from heirloom tomatoes and thai basil, to
dinosaur kale and jewel-toned beets. Our produce has been sold to local food Co-ops, our
college dining hall, and donated to local anti-hunger advocates. Our goal is to educate the
Swarthmore community on sustainable food production techniques, drawing on organic
agriculture and permaculture design.

         

Funding for Environmental Clean Up and Clean Water in the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act

         

This section of the Economic Stimulus creates approximately 375,000 jobs by modernizing our
nation’s water systems to strengthen the safety and cleanliness of our water and to ensure that
3.4 million rural households have new or improved service; Experts note that $16 billion in water
projects could be quickly obligated [National Governors’ Association and the Association of
State and Interstate Water Pollution Control Administrators]; expands efforts at environmental
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restoration, flood protection, hydropower, and navigation infrastructure and providing clean,
reliable drinking water to rural areas critical to the economy through the Army Corp of Engineers
and the Bureau of Reclamation; strengthens environmental cleanup efforts for Superfund,
cleanup of petroleum leaks from underground storage tanks, nuclear waste cleanup, and
brownfields that have the added benefit of creating jobs.

         

-$18 billion for clean water, flood control, and environmental restoration
      -Clean Water State Revolving Fund: EPA estimates a $388 billion funding gap. The
Association of State and Interstate Water Pollution Control Administrators found that 26 states
have $10 billion in approved water projects.
               -Benefits for Pennsylvania: $157.6 million through the Clean Water State Revolving
Fund to address the backlog of clean water infrastructure needs
-Drinking Water State Revolving Fund: The National Governors Association reported that there
are $6 billion in ready-to-go projects, which could quickly be obligated.
-Rural Water and Waste Disposal: In 2008, there were $2.4 billion in requests for water and
waste loans and $990 million for water and waste grants went unfunded.
-Corps of Engineers: The Corps has a construction backlog of $61 billion.
-Bureau of Reclamation: The Bureau has backlogs of more than $1 billion in rural water projects
and water reuse and recycling projects.
-Watershed Infrastructure: Funds for the Natural Resources Conservation Service watershed
improvement programs to design and build flood protection and water quality projects, repair
aging dams, and purchase and restore conservation easements in river flood zones.
-International Boundary and Water Commission: Funds to repair flood control systems along the
international segment of the Rio Grande damaged by hurricane Katrina and other serious
storms.

         

$6 billion is directed towards environmental cleanup of former weapon production and energy
research sites. 

         

$6 billion for local clean and drinking water infrastructure improvements.

         

$1.2 billion for EPA’s nationwide environmental cleanup programs, including Superfund.

         

$1.38 billion to support $3.8 billion in loans and grants for needed water and waste disposal
facilities in rural areas. 
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Born and raised in Delaware County, former 3-star Admiral Joe Sestak served in the Navy for
31 years and now serves as the Representative from the 7th District of Pennsylvania. He led a
series of operational commands at sea, including Commander of an aircraft carrier battle group
of 30 U.S. and allied ships with over 15,000 sailors and 100 aircraft that conducted operations in
Afghanistan and Iraq. After 9/11, Joe was the first Director of “Deep Blue,” the Navy’s
anti-terrorism unit that established strategic and operations policies for the “Global War on
Terrorism.” He served as President Clinton’s Director for Defense Policy at the National Security
Council in the White House, and holds a Ph.D. in Political Economy and Government from
Harvard University.  According to the office of the House Historian, Joe is the highest-ranking
former military officer ever elected to the U.S. Congress.
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